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Narrative
Restorative Justice has seen worldwide growth since the 1990s and is currently being used in
criminal cases, prisons, and schools. Restorative Justice is an alternative theory of justice that
emphasizes repairing the harm caused by criminal behavior, compared to traditional theories of
justice which emphasize retribution. It requires offenders to take accountability for their
actions and the harm they have caused. This presentation will be an overview of the
Restorative Justice process. Potential barriers of implementing Restorative Justice with the
Seriously Mentally Ill (SMI) target population will be examined. The presenters will discuss how
they have incorporated Restorative Justice into Yolo County’s Mental Health Court (MHC) and
Proposition 47-funded Steps to Success Mental Health Diversion program, and how these differ
from more traditional Restorative Justice programs.
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Kristi is the Clinical Supervisor of Yolo County’s Forensic Mental Health team. She provides
clinical support and program supervision of the agency’s Mental Health Court, Addiction
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Learning Objectives
1. Describe Restorative Justice.
2. Analyze how Restorative Justice can be used with a Seriously Mentally Ill (SMI) target
population.
3. Differentiate how Restorative Justice has traditionally been applied and how it can be
applied to Mental Health Courts and Mental Health Diversion programs.

