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Narrative

For decades, California has struggled to manage the ever-growing population of individuals with
severe mental illnesses, many of whom, for various reasons, appear to be stuck in a revolving-
door criminal justice system. Warehousing of these men and women in jails, state hospitals,
and prisons has proven to be prohibitively expensive and unproductive in terms of reducing
recidivism and protecting the public. State sponsored incentives for local governments to
create infrastructures for community-based treatment of the mentally ill have had limited
success. What was needed is a driving force, a game-changer, and it is here, in the form of
mental health diversion of criminal defendants. But the work has only just begun. A panel of
experienced criminal justice practitioners will explain the new law, describe the role of forensic
and clinical mental health professionals in this brave new world, and address some of the
challenges faced and solutions being contemplated statewide in implementing a system of
community-based, public-safety-oriented, long-term care for California’s mentally ill
population.
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Learning Objectives

1. Analyze the impact of mental health diversion for mental health professionals and
attorneys associated with the criminal justice system, either in a forensic or treatment
capacity.

2. Describe the function of mental health professionals and attorneys, both in terms of
identifying eligible candidates for diversion and in formulating effective and feasible
individualized plans for treatment.



