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Narrative
This workshop will examine the use of structured risk assessments for the assessment of
dangerousness in the Mentally Disordered Offender (MDO) civil commitment scheme. The pros
and cons of actuarial, structured professional judgment, and clinical judgment approaches for
MDO assessment will be discussed. The benefits and drawbacks of using of the HCR-20 V3 for
this purpose will be examined. Application of this measure will be demonstrated with a case
example.
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Learning Objectives
1. List three arguments against using clinical or other unstructured method alone to
determine dangerousness for MDO assessment.
2. List 10 data elements necessary and relevant for consideration of dangerousness for
MDO’s.

3. Describe a method for assessing dangerousness in MDO’s using the HCR-20 V3.
4. Apply the HCR-20 V-3 to assessment of dangerousness to the case example.

